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  Chanukah      Hanukkah 

 

just the  faqs 

 

faqõs - Or, frequently asked questions, for anyone who is not altogether computer savvy; and their answers 

can easily be found on the internet under Google or Judaism 101 or any number of other outlets regarding 

the traditions of Chanukah.  For a brief tutorial letõs cover some basics here: 

 

Menorahs.  Chanukah menorot have nine candles spaces.  One is raised for the shamus 

that is used to light the other candles.  The candles are placed right to leftñand lit, left 

to right.  We say two blessings every night; on the first night we add a Shehechianu. 

 

Dreidels. The letters on the dreidel are nun, gimel, hay and shin.  

These stand for the phrase - ònes gadol hayah shamó or  òA 

great miracle happened thereó.  This refers to the miracle of the oil in the dese-

crated Temple lasting for eight days while more oil was prepared for the the 

ner tamid on the altar. 

 

Gelt .  Not only chocolate coins, but small gifts of money are tra-

ditionally exchanged in many families at this holiday.   

 

Oil . Specially prepared foods such as latkes in the US, or jelly filled doughnuts in   

Israel are the traditional foods of this holiday, because they are prepared by frying in oil. 

 

Gifts.   We exchange gifts with family and friends at this time of year because it is a modern custom.  A 

renewed tradition of sharing with those who have less than we, has found new outlet in recent years.  

Tzedakah, or charity projects in congregations and in our own lives allow us to de-focus the commercial 

tendencies of the season. 

 

May Gõd Bless You All And Grant You Peace At This Time. 

Myrtle Beach, South Carolina 
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SHABBAT SERVICES  

 

Our Friday evening services begin at 8:00pm. We use the 

small chapel at Trinity Episcopal on the ocean side corner of  

Business 17 and 30
th
 Ave North in Myrtle Beach. Enter the 

parking lot from 30
th 

Ave.  Then, from the parking lot, enter 

the building thru the main side doors in the courtyard.  Follow 

the first hall to the left and zig-zag back and forth into the 

sanctuary.  There is an Oneg after services 

 

On Saturday mornings  services begin at 10:30 am.  We use 

the Grand Strand Senior Center located at 1268 21 Ave. N., 

just east of Robert Grissom Parkway in Myrtle Beach. At-

tendees will enter through the door to the left of the main en-

trance.  A small Kiddush is celebrated after services. 

767 Oxbow Dr.  

Myrtle Beach, SC  29579 

(843) 903-ONEG (6634)  

 

TempleShalomMyrtleBeach.com 

 

Rabbi  

David Weissman 

 

Board of Directors  

 

President  Lily Ann Revitch  

Vice President   Sandy Lempert  

Treasurer  Bob Post  

Secretary  Linda Post 

 

At Large:  Sam Breidner 

Financial Secretary Cookie Brenner 

Corresponding Secõy.  Hariette Firestone 

 Rachel Hess 

 Burt Kramer 

 Stanley Marks 

 Dorothy McCawley  

 
 

Committee Chairpersons 
 

Building Search  Richard Reich  

Calendar & Bulletin  Rachel Hess  

Dine & Schmooze Natalie Kramer   

 & Roberta Atkins 

Education  Sandy Lempert  

Finance  Bob Post  

Fund Raising   

Historian  Hope Sachwald  

Membership  Bob Yaseen 

Oneg Donna Gore  

Publicity  

Ritual Chairman  Zeõev Revitch  

Webmaster Dave Pflaster  

Sisterhood President Carrie Selig 

Brotherhood President Steve Firestone 

 

Temple Shalom Newsletter 
 

Please send notices of  

events and information you wish to share to: 

Rachel Hess at  

tsmb@rdhess.com 

A Reform Congregation  

  

Thank You  

...to our November hosts for their delicious onegs  

]]  

Linda & Bob 

Sonny 

Cookie & Gabe 

Hope & Mike  
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FROM THE PRESIDENT  

 

 

Each week I sit and listen to the 

mishebeirach list and later in the service 

to the yahrzeit list. It sets me to thinking 

to what rabbis say about reading the 

names on these lists, and the purpose of reading them. 

The first thought is to ask for Refuah Shlemah the 

healing of body & soul, but who is asking? A family 

member that wants their loved one to recover. I look 

around each Shabbat and often there is nobody there 

from the family. 

 The same happens when some names are men-

tioned for yahrzeit. This has led me to wonder whoõs 

responsible for saying kaddish for someone who has 

passed.  

As a Reform congregation we all say kaddish for 

those that were  murdered in the Holocaust as we do 

not know the anniversary of their death.  We act as 

the family, should they have nobody to say kaddish for 

them.  

 The Responsa on this subject says:  It is the Tem-

pleõs obligation to remind the congregant that a yahr-

zeit will fall on a particular Shabbat, it is the familyõs 

obligation to attend  the service on the Shabbat when 

the name is read. There is always a situation when one 

might be out of town. The reminder also helps if you 

will be attending a service at a different congregation 

you can pass the card to an usher or the Rabbi and ask 

if the name can be added to the list.      

 This of course is just one reason to attend Shab-

bat services.  Now that we have a Friday evening and 

a Saturday morning service each week we hope it 

makes it easier for each of you. 

So many of us feel the camaraderie that we share 

at the oneg, the joy of seeing  good friends each week, 

the opportunity of meeting new people, is what be-

longing is all about.  

The more involved we become the more we derive 

from belonging. If you have not been approached yet to 

join a committee and would like to do more or share 

your expertise, please call me at 236-2574. I will put 

you in touch with the right person. Every idea has 

value and we need all your good ideas. 

 

Happy Chanukah 

  

Lily Ann Revitch  

FROM THE RABBI  

  

  

 Once upon a time, there was a very suc-

cessful attorney who would only buy bottom of 

the line Chevrolet automobiles to drive to and 

from his office. When his son asked him why, as a very suc-

cessful attorney, he only drove inexpensive Chevrolets, the 

attorney replied, òI donõt want my clients to think that Iõm 

making too much money from them.ó A year later, the attor-

ney bought himself a high end BMW automobile. When his 

son asked him why he was now driving an expensive BMW 

rather than an inexpensive Chevy, the attorney replied, 

òClients like to see that you are successful.ó 

 The brain is a very clever instrument and it can justify 

any action. One day, it can justify one particular action and 

the next day it can justify just the opposite. Sometimes we 

first decide upon a course of action we want to pursue and 

then, after making the decision, we think of reasons for justi-

fying what we have already decided to do. 

 Of course, people have a right to change their minds. 

We should not be inflexible. We should be open to different 

views and we should be open to changing our views in re-

sponse to changing conditions. But when we change our 

minds, we should make sure weõre not doing it for the wrong 

reasons. We should not change our minds for selfish, unsa-

vory reasons. In fact, whenever we make a decision or em-

bark upon a course of action, we should ask ourselves, 

òWhat is the right thing to do?ó 

 If the clerk at the checkout counter in the supermarket 

mistakenly gives you an extra $10 in change, your brain can 

justify keeping the $10 by telling you that the supermarket 

wonõt miss the money. But is keeping that $10 the right 

thing to do? 

 If a waiter in a restaurant does something wrong, your 

brain may tell you that itõs okay to holler at him and humili-

ate him in public, but is that the right thing to do? If a clerk 

in a store makes a mistake, your brain may tell you itõs okay 

to be nasty, but is that the right thing to do? If your 

neighbor is ill and could use some assistance, your brain may 

tell you to mind your own business, but is that the right 

thing to do?  

 Unfortunately, our brains often push us to do things 

which are only in our own selfish interest or for our own im-

mediate gratification. We often donõt consider the impact 

our actions will have on others. But to be only for ourselves 

is not the right thing to do. As Hillel said, òIf I am not for 

myself, who will be for me? But if I am only for myself, than 

what am I?ó  

 

Rabbi David Weissman 

  




